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GREATER BUNBURY REGION SCHEME 
Statement by Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [12.41 pm]:  I present 
today for tabling the greater Bunbury region scheme, a statutory regional planning scheme prepared by the 
Western Australian Planning Commission, which covers the City of Bunbury and the Shires of Harvey, 
Dardanup and Capel.  The scheme will provide the ongoing mechanism for strategically controlling land use 
within the greater Bunbury region.  It is the third regional planning scheme in the state, the first being the Perth 
metropolitan region scheme in 1963, followed by the Peel region scheme in 2003.  The scheme is necessary to 
accommodate the future demands of one of the nation’s most rapidly growing regions where the population is 
projected to exceed 100 000 by 2031.  One of the key benefits of the scheme is the reservation of nearly 17 000 
hectares for long-term conservation and regional open space, ensuring greater Bunbury does not lose its prized 
landscape values and can provide for the recreational needs of a growing community.  It also provides for 
transport and water catchment reservations.  The scheme provides for the creation of the 720-hectare Ocean to 
Preston River Regional Park, including The Maiden’s bushland, Shearwater tuart forest, College Grove, Manea 
Park and extensive sections of the Preston River.  The greater Bunbury region scheme will provide the statutory 
regional plan and framework necessary for addressing competing and conflicting land use demands.   
The scheme has the support of all four affected local authorities.  The greater Bunbury region scheme will 
provide the broad framework, with the finer grain being provided by the local authorities’ town planning 
schemes, which will be required to be consistent with the region scheme.  This mechanism will ensure that there 
is proper coordination of planning across the four local authorities.  The public consultation process for the 
scheme has been extensive.  The draft scheme has been advertised extensively.  All local governments within the 
scheme area and all relevant state government agencies were consulted.  During the submission period, 272 
submissions were received and 112 hearings conducted, representing 127 submissions.  Through this process, a 
number of modifications to the scheme text, maps and accompanying policies have occurred.  In April 2005, a 
dialogue was held with the Bunbury community to further consider and refine all aspects of the regional open 
space proposals. 

The Environmental Protection Authority has formally assessed the scheme.  The Minister for the Environment 
determined that the greater Bunbury region scheme is environmentally acceptable, subject to conditions that 
have been incorporated as a schedule to the scheme and changes made to the maps.  While there has been some 
localised objection, our view is that the majority of the community understand that if we want future generations 
to have access to quality natural environment and recreational space, we need to plan now.  Of the 16 800 
hectares set aside for conservation and regional open space, only 1 300 hectares is privately owned.  Privately 
owned land will be reserved, not resumed.  Any acquisitions will take place at full market value.  The Governor 
has approved the greater Bunbury region scheme, which I now table, together with associated documentation, for 
the information of this house. 

[See papers 3354 to 3368.] 
 


